REQUIEM
bird or beast or flower had attracted his attention; his
official reports were clear and direct, but lacked any
literary grace. That he had a feeling for words and the
power to express himself wiien he took trouble may be
illustrated by some extracts from his speeches and
writings. Moreover, these extracts throw light on his
character and attitude to life. The first is from a speech
on gardens:
There is a mystery in the beauty of a blossom. It
conveys a suggestion of self-conscious life; a suggestion
which stimulates the imagination of even the dullest and
the dumbest among us. We seem to detect in certain
flowering plants a consciousness resembling intelligence.
The delight exhibited by a plant in the enjoyment of good
soil and genial environment, its happiness in sunlight and
fresh air, are so obvious that one can with difficulty believe
the feeling to be subconscious. The ingenuity with which
the orchid ensures fertilization in the interest of its race,
the cunning of the Sundew, of Venus* fly trap, and others
in snaring insects for food, the shrinking from rough contact
of the sensitive plants, entitle them to be considered as on
a par with, at least, some of the lower forms of animal life.
Flowers know slumber and waking, they know health and
sickness, they riot in wilderness, yet live contentedly in
confinement, they endure discipline, they profit by educa-
tion. The gorgeous denizens of the wilderness and the
hedgerows have, in many cases, been brought by the brain
and hand of the gardener to a perfection of colour and form
unattainable apart from his tutorial skill.
The second is from an address at the opening of the
"Men of the Trees" exhibition:
Man's ingratitude to trees has been bad. Sinai was not
always a desert; but the tamarisks which once abounded
and supplied manna to wanderers in the wilderness are
there no more. The forests of Palestine have disappeared;
Carmel and Lebanon are bare; no longer is balm found in
Gilead; and there a rider, however reckless, may urge his
mount without danger of suffering the fate of Absalom.